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Q4 • Historical Reflection & Progress • High School 

Geography Evolution • Maps Over Time 

Theme: Histories of Independence 

Links 

●​ Geography Exploration: Your Town 

●​ 2020 Census Results for New Mexico  

●​ Library of Congress – Maps of North America and the Southwest 

●​ New Mexico History Museum – Historic Maps Collection 

●​ National Archives – Cartographic Records of the United States 

●​ National Geographic Education – Surveying the United States 

Book List 

●​ New Mexico: An Interpretive History by Marc Simmons 

●​ Maps That Changed the World by John O. E. Clark 

●​ Merriam-Webster’s Student Atlas - Features Full-Color Physical, Political, & 

Thematic Maps 

●​ New Mexico Then and Now – Allen Boyer 

Optional Family Extension Activity​
Encourage students to share their map project or essay topic with family members 
and collect oral histories about how their families’ relationship to land or 
community has changed over time. 

Educator Note​
Guide students to consider multiple perspectives when interpreting maps, 
including Indigenous and community-based knowledge systems. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/106wnXjMoe09itcnmj8nb_eo011GfYosiJAwqO_QKN1c/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/new-mexico.html
https://www.loc.gov/maps/
https://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/
https://www.archives.gov/research/cartographic?_ga=2.27827964.1395674005.1764714596-722374649.1764714596
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/surveying-united-states/
https://www.amazon.com/New-Mexico-Interpretive-Marc-Simmons/dp/0826311105/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RBZLJR1EEOXX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qERokWS1Opon-Gr-yNK4FGEH_gmJpt9P3gfyVSSB1Qs.b71OWVZLHge_h1q--_gAjUw5wvrFENuOpfhsbRal4VY&dib_tag=se&keywords=New+Mexico%3A+An+Interpretive+History+by+Marc+Simmons&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1764733663&s=books&sprefix=new+mexico+an+interpretive+history+by+marc+simmons%2Cstripbooks%2C198&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Maps-That-Changed-World-Clark/dp/1849942978/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZQ1EBE2P3I3S&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.kNH1kdiSkadOMJXP-kM0qkKfBkywT1ruxBqqqBp6roI.pvaH9QGlvuyHMfQ8p8r5ViK-y8S1ue0-35hQorurtHc&dib_tag=se&keywords=Maps+That+Changed+the+World+by+John+O.+E.+Clark&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1764732228&s=books&sprefix=maps+that+changed+the+world+by+john+o.+e.+clark%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Merriam-Websters-Student-Atlas-2020-Copyright/dp/0877797293/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Z31IR5EW3J44&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tXeRYwW0aXKv5Vc67pvTBp0oTV8zWNAuAoIXwsM0A6ZMNY8ah1rzfSSDoTZ33ApEjHgQM1Uf0TssXmaB679p03Hzb-tVPxc5yJLO98QlOkFJ-DvDUURacHfqLy4LiRNF3tZtjAyQRqPksnXelsH8PtmMjtAVM6oS1BWtZarcGMj1mFShQ2x6hkdmX6rtmJ_YNlEQlLPnZG6yU8yPf7gdYXbyjrJ1TOUw-KftMq5qRlc.kjQcwh70nf35IMf2oe3kunljy-Bxy4dFRr2awEQrQz4&dib_tag=se&keywords=Map+books+middle+school&qid=1764732492&s=books&sprefix=map+books+middle+school%2Cstripbooks%2C136&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Merriam-Websters-Student-Atlas-2020-Copyright/dp/0877797293/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Z31IR5EW3J44&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tXeRYwW0aXKv5Vc67pvTBp0oTV8zWNAuAoIXwsM0A6ZMNY8ah1rzfSSDoTZ33ApEjHgQM1Uf0TssXmaB679p03Hzb-tVPxc5yJLO98QlOkFJ-DvDUURacHfqLy4LiRNF3tZtjAyQRqPksnXelsH8PtmMjtAVM6oS1BWtZarcGMj1mFShQ2x6hkdmX6rtmJ_YNlEQlLPnZG6yU8yPf7gdYXbyjrJ1TOUw-KftMq5qRlc.kjQcwh70nf35IMf2oe3kunljy-Bxy4dFRr2awEQrQz4&dib_tag=se&keywords=Map+books+middle+school&qid=1764732492&s=books&sprefix=map+books+middle+school%2Cstripbooks%2C136&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Mexico-Then-Now-Rephotography/dp/1565794435/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2HEO94YUA86E9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XsK0eLl_V0SDt5DrOU0olg.0DAz3rHUxqzuj2lqUpO6QNp0KOP0zG1SbXNafDey5k4&dib_tag=se&keywords=New+Mexico+Then+and+Now+%E2%80%93+Allen+Boyer&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1764714177&sprefix=new+mexico+then+and+now+allen+boyer%2Caps%2C181&sr=8-1


 

 

 

 

 

Geography Exploration: Your Town 

1.​ Mapping the past 
a.​ Find your town or region on a map from the 1700s era, like the Map of 

central New Mexico in 1770s, by Don Bernardo Miera y Pacheco following 
the 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition 

i.​ 1688 Map of ‘Mexico Nouveau’ 
ii.​ 1719 Map 

iii.​ 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition  
iv.​ The Spanish Archives of New Mexico 1779 Map p 264 
v.​ 1786 Map 1    

vi.​ 1786 Map 2 
vii.​ Indigenous New Mexico Map 

viii.​ 1820 Map with the 1803 Louisiana Purchase 
2.​ Lived realities 

a.​ What was your current location like in 1776?  
i.​ Did it exist? If it existed, what documents demonstrate that? Who 

lived there? 
ii.​ If not, what was the landscape like in 1776? When was it founded, 

and who lived there? 
b.​ What’s the oldest map that shows your town? What kinds of dwellings did 

people live in? Which one do you think was the most pleasant? 
i.​ What kinds of plants and animals lived there? Do they still live there 

now?  
ii.​ What did people eat? 

iii.​ What did people do if they were sick or injured? 
3.​ Changes 

a.​ visualize 
i.​ Draw what the view from your bedroom window might have been 

like in 1776 
ii.​ Compare the 1786 map with the map of 1719. What are some 

differences you notice between the two? What places are not on 
either map?  

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~339117~90107255:Le-Nouveau-Mexique-appele-aussi-Nou?mi=0&trs=1&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNew%2BMexico%2Fwhen%2F1693;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~324779~90093841:Tome-VI--No--27--Page-101--Carte-co?mi=8&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://collections.newberry.org/asset-management/2KXJ8ZSQ37E4H?FR_=1&W=1920&H=945
https://archive.org/details/spanisharchiveso02twituoft/page/264/mode/2up
https://rumsey.geogarage.com/maps/g0411042.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~313196~90082215:51--Nouveau-Mexique,-Louisiane,-Can?mi=11&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/education/indigenous-new-mexico-map.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~207606~3003392:Composite--Map-of-Louisiana-and-Mex?mi=17&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1

