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Q4 - Historical Reflection & Progress - Elementary Upper
Geography Exploration - Map Your Community
Theme: Historical Reflection & Progress

Links

e PBS LearningMedia — Map Skills and Geographic Thinking

e New Mexico History Museum — Historical Maps of New Mexico

e U.S. Geological Survey — The National Map Viewer

e Library of Congress — Historical Maps Collection

Book List

e The Map Trap by Andrew Clements

e Mapmakers and the Lost Magic by Cameron Chittock and Amanda Castillo,

e The Once Upon a Time Map Book by B.G. Hennessy

Optional Family Extension Activity

Encourage students to take a family walk around their neighborhood and sketch a
“Family Map.” They can add places like their home, local shops, favorite parks, and
landmarks, then compare their maps to their classmates’ versions.

Teacher Note
Support creativity while emphasizing accuracy and detail. Encourage students to
notice natural features, community landmarks, and symbols of culture or heritage.

Technical Tip
If students use digital mapping tools, such as Google Maps or My Maps, teach them
how to add custom pins, labels, and legends safely.


https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/maps-geography/
https://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/
https://www.usgs.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/
https://www.amazon.com/Map-Trap-Andrew-Clements/dp/1416997288/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1VV1HJBT8SBCO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pZIpfyojIj1num9WDizASG7atSlMMBqD1tUAx_JO9kAhgRPVkw0RJzwDF-ssjgCcpqBl8ahAv90gOFwMDrqWyHfklHJlEQImpjh_9Nn_Kc4.qvh9BT3BsUeZury8x8OJtUpk7Cew_dbSv-5eg2rWVI8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Map+Trap+by+Andrew+Clements&qid=1764717225&s=books&sprefix=the+map+trap+by+andrew+clements%2Cstripbooks%2C213&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mapmakers-Lost-Magic-Graphic-Novel/dp/0593172868/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2LXXEC52TAA9P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uYZORTuh64QQsvRVxVAaZ5-P_Sg0-OpTPW8kIsS1v50mrFzJJybSeq7hJ7tnpyywfUJ2ZXfEhyLNBAZLZyhz0qskySbDosO9VVAepmDVYhw68NEaoc1TuwVaLBC19EHoGGS6REpeT8G81MJANx3_tWGYPh-B58k-L6U73_RCRYfCT6YygGoSKo2LOvxqjKMtTD7SxZSDS4PYNFE4cWB_S6v-iF_R0bijWvB8Vi0VsRw.1IydhaUydRsXiaUtLJwR5TVmc66d60HEC2s85Z5fsd4&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Mapmakers&qid=1764717680&s=books&sprefix=the+mapmakers%2Cstripbooks%2C172&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Once-Upon-Time-Map-Book/dp/0763626821/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VTL91MIXB7KM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AAd8cSDwf71C8A3k4SjHJKFSjKBVJoFo5mfqY4LUmeI.IgS3p0WxqTE3BCKY5ugrZzrLdNH_s1803kfxTpDH_m8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Once+Upon+a+Time+Map+Book+by+B.G.+Hennessy&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1764717418&s=books&sprefix=the+once+upon+a+time+map+book+by+b.g.+hennessy%2Cstripbooks%2C228&sr=1-1
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Geography Exploration: Your Town

1. Mapping the past
a. Find your town or region on a map from the 1700s era, like the Map of
central New Mexico in 1770s, by Don Bernardo Miera y Pacheco following
the 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition
i. 1688 Map of ‘Mexico Nouveau’

ii. 1719 Map

ii. 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition

iv. The Spanish Archives of New Mexico 1779 Map p 264

v. 1786 Map]

vi. 1786 Map?2
vii.  Indigenous New Mexico Map
viii. 1820 Map with the 1803 Louisiana Purchase

2. Lived realities
a. What was your current location like in 17767?
i. Diditexist? If it existed, what documents demonstrate that? Who
lived there?
ii. If not, what was the landscape like in 1776? When was it founded,
and who lived there?
b. What's the oldest map that shows your town? What kinds of dwellings did
people live in? Which one do you think was the most pleasant?
i.  What kinds of plants and animals lived there? Do they still live there
now?
ii.  Whatdid people eat?
iii.  What did people do if they were sick or injured?
3. Changes
a. Visualize
i. Draw what the view from your bedroom window might have been
like in 1776
ii. Compare the 1786 map with the map of 1719. What are some
differences you notice between the two? What places are not on
either map?



https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~339117~90107255:Le-Nouveau-Mexique-appele-aussi-Nou?mi=0&trs=1&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNew%2BMexico%2Fwhen%2F1693;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~324779~90093841:Tome-VI--No--27--Page-101--Carte-co?mi=8&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://collections.newberry.org/asset-management/2KXJ8ZSQ37E4H?FR_=1&W=1920&H=945
https://archive.org/details/spanisharchiveso02twituoft/page/264/mode/2up
https://rumsey.geogarage.com/maps/g0411042.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~313196~90082215:51--Nouveau-Mexique,-Louisiane,-Can?mi=11&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/education/indigenous-new-mexico-map.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~207606~3003392:Composite--Map-of-Louisiana-and-Mex?mi=17&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1

