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Q4 • Historical Reflection & Progress • Elementary Lower 

Geography Exploration​
Map School & Draw Favorite Place 

Theme: Historical Reflection & Progress 

Links 

●​ U.S. Geological Survey – Map Adventures for Young Explorers 

●​ How to Teach Map Skills to Kindergarteners 

●​ First Grade Map Skills 

●​ Maps of Familiar Places - National Geographic  

●​ Cardinal Directions and Maps 

Book List 

●​ Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney, grades K-1 

●​ Follow That Map! by Scot Ritchie, grades K-1 

●​ There’s a Map on My Lap! by Tish Rab grades K-1 

●​ Mapping Penny’s World by Loreen Leedy, grades K-3 

●​ My Map Book by Sara Fanelli, grades K-3 

●​ How I Learned Geography by Uri Shulevitz, grades K-3 

●​ The Once Upon a Time Map Book by B.G. Hennessy, grades 1-4 

Optional Family Extension Activity​
Invite families to walk through their neighborhood or yard with their child and draw 
a simple map showing familiar landmarks, like their house, a playground, or a tree. 

 

https://www.usgs.gov/
https://kreativeinlife.com/how-to-teach-map-skills-to-kindergarteners/
https://classroomcallouts.com/2023/05/first-grade-map-skills.html
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/maps-and-models/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/cardinal-directions-and-maps/
https://www.amazon.com/Me-Map-Joan-Sweeney/dp/1524772011
https://www.amazon.com/Follow-That-Map-Mapping-Skills/dp/1554532752/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34RIBJ1SAFPW8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ydEiXDGFpiDFCBPqQWjPidGjk-YsfDhca9XXbCb1Z1luZ1uqA2ZfBXF7MkNVg_FjhVDUVlCLERXGWqdGctvf0g.fqgV6FnaU5uHKvl2yDljX_zbeIm5KcN-a8VIXWrn0Jo&dib_tag=se&keywords=Follow+That+Map%21+by+Scot+Ritchie&qid=1764716111&s=books&sprefix=follow+that+map+by+scot+ritchie%2Cstripbooks%2C123&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Theres-Map-My-Lap-Learning/dp/0375810994/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZGKFR0OLEJX6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GQPYLTgkh-cvDjIIz-g1LQ.cP4S0YUcfbZt7IVvcNe8K3XwH9tRrUnra5872DBUXzw&dib_tag=se&keywords=There%E2%80%99s+a+Map+on+My+Lap%21+by+Tish+Rabe&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1764716187&s=books&sprefix=there+s+a+map+on+my+lap+by+tish+rabe%2Cstripbooks%2C117&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mapping-Pennys-World-Loreen-Leedy/dp/0805072624/ref=sr_1_1?crid=W4DYUKQ78KMG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DCmBkRRDMQmo2DHG7J7bcjmLD8GVQY9V_8YZYe4Z8e_GjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.xwJ7la2D02RNWVNvDWCbQsBi8PCfoUPubS9pXAXfFWM&dib_tag=se&keywords=Mapping+Penny%E2%80%99s+World+by+Loreen+Leedy&qid=1764716235&s=books&sprefix=mapping+penny+s+world+by+loreen+leedy%2Cstripbooks%2C123&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/My-Map-Book-Sara-Fanelli/dp/0062898876/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12DGYM0FWCLIU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._wZ_ULKQewxIjsI25r-aD15lz11YJUaeY4fXwlwKcNlsq189HYvn2nVOaIaTGO6P.x63tIq_v3dfhh_kVUPmz35iBdhGyYYTGzQHVzPbrxKA&dib_tag=se&keywords=My+Map+Book+by+Sara+Fanelli&qid=1764717270&s=books&sprefix=my+map+book+by+sara+fanelli%2Cstripbooks%2C128&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Learned-Geography-Uri-Shulevitz/dp/0374334994/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2HQTWNTSFP1F8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.B-mUFDfNUdkgWUKYTpMAUe-7SodDBVKJRYCgYNER_Bbhqo_7yaELdGYq4cv12dC1WYjw_cEvNkKs4ky3Eh8gZA.tGcYko9NbevzPEDvZG8UREBR6TL5BG6H1uUN0UikjeU&dib_tag=se&keywords=How+I+Learned+Geography+by+Uri+Shulevitz&qid=1764717351&s=books&sprefix=how+i+learned+geography+by+uri+shulevitz%2Cstripbooks%2C208&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Once-Upon-Time-Map-Book/dp/0763626821/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VTL91MIXB7KM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AAd8cSDwf71C8A3k4SjHJKFSjKBVJoFo5mfqY4LUmeI.IgS3p0WxqTE3BCKY5ugrZzrLdNH_s1803kfxTpDH_m8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Once+Upon+a+Time+Map+Book+by+B.G.+Hennessy&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1764717418&s=books&sprefix=the+once+upon+a+time+map+book+by+b.g.+hennessy%2Cstripbooks%2C228&sr=1-1


 

 

 

 

 

Geography Exploration: Your Town 

1.​ Mapping the past 
a.​ Find your town or region on a map from the 1700s era, like the Map of 

central New Mexico in 1770s, by Don Bernardo Miera y Pacheco following 
the 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition 

i.​ 1688 Map of ‘Mexico Nouveau’ 
ii.​ 1719 Map 

iii.​ 1776 Dominguez-Escalante Expedition  
iv.​ The Spanish Archives of New Mexico 1779 Map p 264 
v.​ 1786 Map 1    

vi.​ 1786 Map 2 
vii.​ Indigenous New Mexico Map 

viii.​ 1820 Map with the 1803 Louisiana Purchase 
2.​ Lived realities 

a.​ What was your current location like in 1776?  
i.​ Did it exist? If it existed, what documents demonstrate that? Who 

lived there? 
ii.​ If not, what was the landscape like in 1776? When was it founded, 

and who lived there? 
b.​ What’s the oldest map that shows your town? What kinds of dwellings did 

people live in? Which one do you think was the most pleasant? 
i.​ What kinds of plants and animals lived there? Do they still live there 

now?  
ii.​ What did people eat? 

iii.​ What did people do if they were sick or injured? 
3.​ Changes 

a.​ Visualize 
i.​ Draw what the view from your bedroom window might have been 

like in 1776 
ii.​ Compare the 1786 map with the map of 1719. What are some 

differences you notice between the two? What places are not on 
either map?  

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~339117~90107255:Le-Nouveau-Mexique-appele-aussi-Nou?mi=0&trs=1&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNew%2BMexico%2Fwhen%2F1693;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~324779~90093841:Tome-VI--No--27--Page-101--Carte-co?mi=8&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://collections.newberry.org/asset-management/2KXJ8ZSQ37E4H?FR_=1&W=1920&H=945
https://archive.org/details/spanisharchiveso02twituoft/page/264/mode/2up
https://rumsey.geogarage.com/maps/g0411042.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~313196~90082215:51--Nouveau-Mexique,-Louisiane,-Can?mi=11&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1
https://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/education/indigenous-new-mexico-map.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~207606~3003392:Composite--Map-of-Louisiana-and-Mex?mi=17&trs=141&qvq=w4s:/where%2FNorth%2BAmerica;q:New%20Mexico;lc:RUMSEY~8~1


 


